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Vital to Know
Funding and Supplemental Grant Anhouncements

It is important to remember that all Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 funds must be obligated
by September 30, 2010. Funds not obligated are to be returned to the Federal
government. Keep in mind that there were two grant awards made with FY 2008
funds: the original grant and a supplemental grant awarded in September 2009.

ED is pleased that it will be making supplemental grant awards in the near future to
Even Start programs with FY 2009 funds. We are now in the process of calculating
the amount of that award. The grants provide additional funds meant to be used in
support of your program. Note that for purposes of calculating required percentages
for administration and technical assistance, use this amount plus the original grant
amount. Additional information will be available in the September issue of the news
bulletin.

OnJuly 29, 2010 the Senate Appropriations Committee passed its initial FY 2011
appropriation. Unfortunately, Even Start funding was not included in that
bill. However, this is NOT the final FY 2011 appropriation. For more information
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www?.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/news.html?src=ct.

. The Senate did include funding of $200 million for Striving Readers and $300
SRRLLEY'Ssue million for the Early Learning Challenge Fund.
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| position at the U.S. Department of Education. She comes
| from a background rich in all areas of literacy.

| After graduating from the University of Maryland,
College Park with a degree in Family Studies, she went
on to work as a team leader for America Reads*America

/22 NRAYI (2 NDRa pebbllc school system. She later returned to school to

Coordinator Beth
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University.

Tammi then worked as a National Literacy Trainer for Reading Is Fundamental, the

.AGET T80 11 AAGO AT A 1 AOCGA Oberestie gpenfntiéniofc O

I EOAC


http://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/news.html?src=ct
http://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/news.html?src=ct

Even Start News Bulletin August 2010

her time working with parents and educators across the country to develop and
enhance emergent literacy skills in children.

At the Department of Education Tammi will serve as contact for the following
states: Arkansas, Delaware, D.C., Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Minnesota, North Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, and Texas. She is
very excited to continue her work on a national level and to improve the lives of
both children and parents through education and family literacy.

Good to Know
A Look Back at the 2010 Annual Meeting
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great success, with 36 attendees arriving from around the country. Despite the
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coordinators who were

unable to attend were
certainly missed.
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Orientation for new state
coordinators was held on
July 27. Topics covered
included subgrants and
eligibility, accountability,
and monitoring. The new
coordinators received
valuable insights from the
four experienced mentors y N
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presentations. The mentors  speak with presenter Craig Ramey.

were Annie Rooney-French

from Kentucky, Wendy Ross from Vermont, Cindy Zumwalt from Illinois, and Dee
Dwyer from New York.

The meeting for all coordinators began on July 28. Presentations were given on
CSPR data as well as on monitoring and self-assessment sharing. Craig Ramey, an
expert in early childhood education, gave a talk on the learning, development, and
responsive care of children from birth to age three.

During the final day, attendees heard from two other invited speakers. Nonie
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Schwarz gave a complementary presentation on working with adult ELLs.

Finally, three state coordinators (Tom Rendon of lowa, Debra Williams-Appleton

of Washington, and Renee DeMars-Johnson of Michigan) held a panel discussion on

the development of early learning standards in their respective states, as
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PowerPoints of each presentation will be placed on the Even Start state
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presentations, for those who could not attend. Other materials distributed during
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talks, and packets of example materials, including subgrantee applications and
monitoring checklists, put together by each of the four mentors.

Good to Know

Coordinators Discuss Importance of Annual Meeting

With so many states cutting their budgets and restricting non-mandatory travel,
some people may be wondering what the benefits of the state coordinators annual
meetings are and why we should continue to have them. Contrary to what some
may think, there are certain aspects of an in-person meeting that cannot be
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coordinators tell us.

When asked, the two main aspects of the annual meeting that the coordinators
highlighted were the opportunity to network with others in the same position and
to share program ideas among states.
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meet other coordinators
that she can call when she
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she said jokingly.

Toshiba Griffin from
Florida said that she still
comes to the new

every year because there o — :
are always new things to Dee Dwyer (left, NY) and Lucy Minahan (right, UT), pic-
learn. The annual meeting ~ tured here with Susan Frankel of RMC, both use the an-
nual meeting to get ideas to try in their home states.

is also important for
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Cindy Zumwalt from Illinois pointed out that these meetings are crucial because

there is no one else within the state who does the same thing, making it

particularly important to meet with those around the country who are doing the

same work. Cindy Hogue, Arkansas, also noted that it is great to talk to people who
do the same thing.

Arlene Dale, Massachusetts, agreed with Cindy, saying that the annual meeting is
the only time all year she can get ideas from others face to face. She said that the
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coordinators are all in the same type of project together and need to support one
another. The annual meeting allows for just such a support system.

Dee Dwyer from New York noted that, besides networking, the annual meeting is

also a great way to get ideas from other states and to see how they are dealing with

federal requirements and other topics. She can then try some of the things she has

learned back home in New York. Don Carter from North Carolina also said that the

meeting is important because he can get ideas of what other people are doing and

how they are dealing with the same problems.
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presentations and from networking to go through when she returns home.

Learning new things at the meeting keeps you on your toes, she said.
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should always be learning and trying new things. She said that every year at the
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Don gave an example of interstate cooperation that he has experienced in North
Carolina. Since Even Start staffs are so small now, staff development meetings are
not always the most helpful way to
share ideas. So his staff had their
development meeting along the
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joined as well. Having both groups
attend allowed more ideas to be
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meeting allows people dealing with 15y Kaufman (ID) and Kathryn Smuckler
the same issues to come together and  (CO) enjoying the opportunity to talk fate
share ideas about what works and face at the meeting.
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ensures that every year people learn new things, all in the name of bettering Even
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Good to Know

Striving Readers ~ -Comprehensive Literacy Program
Announced

Congress has appropriated $200 million for a comprehensive literacy development
and education program to advance literacy skills, encompassing pre-literacy skills,
reading, and writing, for children from birth through 12th grade. The program is
titled Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Grant program (SRCL).

There are two components to SRCL. First are formula grants specifically targeted
to establish and support State Literacy Teams with expertise in literacy
development and education. The State Literacy Teams will develop a
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comprehensive literacy plan, including an implementation plan to ensure high-
guality instruction in reading and writing from early childhood education through
grade 12.

The minimum amount awarded to states under Title | Part A will be $150,000.
Funds will also be set aside for outlying areas and Bureau of Indian Education
schools.

Currently the Office of Management and Budget is reviewing the SRCL State
Formula Grant Application. Once approved, states will have 30 days to form State
Literacy Teams to begin to develop a high-quality comprehensive literacy plan.
Completed state plans will be sent to the U.S. Department of Education in the
spring.

Part two of SRCL involves competitive grants to states, with subgrants being made
to local education agencies (LEAs). The purpose of the competitive grants is to
create a comprehensive literacy program in states to advance literacy skills. The
funds subgranted to states must be used according to the following statutory
division:

¢ Atleast 15% of funds shall be used to serve children from birth through age 5

+ Atleast 40% of funds shall be used to serve children in kindergarten through
grade 5

¢ Atleast 40% of funds shall be used to serve students in middle and high
school, including an equitable distribution of funds between middle and high
schools.

LEAs will use these funds for services and activities that have characteristics of
effective literacy instruction through professional development, screening and
assessment, targeted interventions for students reading below grade level and
other research-based methods of improving classroom instruction and practice.

The SRCL competition will take place in the spring of 2011. We estimate that
approximately six to eight awards will be made.

An initial appropriation was for $250 million, but on August 10 Congress reduced
the amount by $50 million to support the education jobs bill.

If you have any questions concerning SRCL please call Miriam Lund at 202-401-
2871 or email her at miriam.lund@ed.gov.
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Beth Thompson reminds
us that even as educators
we must keep learning

Texas State
Coordinator Beth
Thompson works
in a state that
poses some
unique problems,
such as its size
.o £ and its high
English Language Learner (ELL)
population. Below, Beth discusses
working with Even Start in such a
challenging state, and what other
coordinators can learn from her work.
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immigration population of ELL that is not
only Hispanic, but African and
Vietnamese. Over 75 percent of the Even
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languages are not sound- and symbol-
based, so teaching a sound- and symbol-
based language to someone who does
not have a written language base is
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Beth said the Texas Even Start program
is comprised of 31 grantees, which might
sound ample for a state the size of Texas,
but with 1200 school districts, a vast
majority of those needing Even Start
literacy interventions are not being
reached.
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Beth said.
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With deep federal cuts in

education spending profoundly
affecting travel budget and time
allowances, how does one manage to
effectively administrate a literacy
program across a state 800 miles wide?

Enter the three key rules of literacy

training today: technology, technology,

and technology.
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income families did not have access to

technology and now we know that is just
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students for literacy using technology,
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world. We have to be willing to step into
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As a program administrator, Beth said
EO60 AEAI T AT CET ¢ Ol
professignal development needed to

DOi OE

AOE

0
execute %he pIrEog raméjéfféctflsvgly across

OAIT Al Anhk QateOTechrdlogy EDErdsAIE.

O7A OOA xAA AT 1T-®AOAT AET C ¢+
face trainings, and we share guidance

documents on the Web, but now when

we conduct any kind of training, we film

it. A(n:y%nle ge\f/av fo the programs receives

a disc of that training. If you join the

program next year, you can see a video of

that training we conducted last year.

Nothing is lost any longer and we can

train on-demand. We call it

She said her favorite part of this work is
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some of our families, even when their A~ - oA
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lifelong literacy habits like setting up a 0 ¢
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their 3rd grade assessments of basic skills
than those kids who did not have Even
Start intervention programs.

The Texas Even Start program bunks in
with the Texas Department of Adult
Education, and carries the title of Texas

State Coordinators interested in sharing the story of your Even Start program, please
contact Melvin.Graham@ed.gov
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