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Vital to Know  

Registration and Hotel Information for State and 

Tribal Annual Meetings  

 Make your plans now to attend the Even Start Annual Business meetingɂfor state 

and tribal programsɂin San Diego March 25ɀ27. Our meetings will be in 

conjunction with NCFL, the 

National Center for 

Family Literacy, and the 

registration fee for one 

person per program will 

be covered by our Even 

Start contractor. 

In order to have the 

NCFL registration fee 

covered, you must use 

the attached form so that 

you are registered 

through Even Start. As 

yet no final registration 

deadline has been set but 

the slots reserved for Even Start are limited. 

Information on the conference hotel, Sheraton San Diego Hotel and Marina, is 

available at the NCFL website, http://www.famlit.org/conference . Hotel 

ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ .#&, ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÓÉÔÅȟ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÔÅÌȭÓ NCFL 

2012 National Conference web page, or by calling 877-734-2726. Both single and 

double rooms are available for the rate of $169 per night plus applicable taxes. The 

hotel offers a complimentary shuttle service from San Diego International Airport. 

The list of content experts speaking at NCFL has not yet been released so the 

schedule for our Even Start meetings is still to be determined. We will not be 

scheduling any special speakers for our meeting but will concentrate on providing 

the information and support programs need to finish out the year. 

 

Mark Your Calendar  

Jan 5, 1:00 p.m., ETɂBirth through 

12th grade state literacy plans 

webinar  

Mar 25 -27, San Diego, CAɂNCFL  

Conference  

Mar 25 -27, San Diego, CAɂ    

Annual business meetings for 

state and tribal programs  

 

San Diego, California 

 

San Diego, California 

http://www.famlit.org/conference
http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1106085544&key=962DD
http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1106085544&key=962DD
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Vital to Know  

2010 -2011 CSPR Reporting Reminders  

For those of you who were not able to attend the 2012 Consolidated State 

Performance Report (CSPR) WebEx, here are a few reminders: 

The 2012 CSPR form is the same as the 2011 CSPR form. 

The 2012 CSPR reports on program data from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 

2011. 

The Even Start section (Part 2) opens January 9, 2012 and closes February 17, 

2012 at 5:00 p.m. EST. 

The system reopens March 26 and closes April 6 for corrections. 

If you are interested in technical assistance or a review of data before submitting 

the report, please contact Sarah Hughes, RMC Research, at  shughes@rmcres.com. 

Good to Know  

ED Announces 2011 Promise Neighborhoods 

Grantees  

On December 19, the United States Department of Education (ED) awarded more 

ÔÈÁÎ ΑςψȢυ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÉÎ 0ÒÏÍÉÓÅ .ÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄÓ ÇÒÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ςπ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȭÓ 

goal is to improve educational and developmental outcomes for children and youth 

in distressed communities by coordinating the efforts of families, schools, early 

childhood centers, health care, and other community services. It focuses on 

building cradle-to-career solutions and integrating programs so that the solutions 

are implemented effectively and efficiently. 

This year, in addition to planning grants of up to $500,000 each to help 15 

communities in 10 states plan how they will assemble services in their area for a 

ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄȟ %$ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÆÉÖÅ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ ȰÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÇÒÁÎÔÓȱ ÏÆ 

between $1.4 and $6 million. The implementation grantees include communities in 

California, Kentucky, Minnesota, New York, and Texas, and will have between three 

and five years to create their promise neighborhoods. 

A list of the grantees is available at http://data.ed.gov/grants/oii/2011/promise -

neighborhoods/grantees. 

Good to Know  

Nine States Awarded Race to the Top Early Learning 

Challenge Grants  

On December 16, the White House announced that nine statesɂCalifornia, 

Delaware, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, North Carolina, Ohio, Rhode Island 

and Washingtonɂwill receive grant awards from the Race to the Top-Early 

Learning Challenge fund, a competitive grant program jointly administered by the 
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mailto:shughes@rmcres.com
http://data.ed.gov/grants/oii/2011/promise-neighborhoods/grantees
http://data.ed.gov/grants/oii/2011/promise-neighborhoods/grantees
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U.S. Departments of Education and Health and Human Services. Grant awards will 

range from around $50 million up to $100 million, depending on state population 

and proposed plans, and will support the work of the nine state grantees to 

develop new approaches to raising the bar across early learning centers and to 

close the school readiness gap. Awards will invest in grantees' work to build 

statewide systems of high-quality early learning and development programs. 

These investments will impact all early learning programs, including Head Start, 

public pre-K, childcare, and private preschools. Key reforms will include: aligning 

and raising standards for existing early learning and development programs; 

improving training and support for the early learning workforce through evidence-

based practices; and building robust evaluation systems that promote effective 

practices and programs to help parents make informed decisions. 

To learn more about the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge, visit http://
www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop -earlylearningchallenge. 

Good to Know  

Leaving a Legacy of Education in the Keeweenaw 

Bay Indian Community  

By Jody Maloney, KBIC Even Start Coordinator 

A home for family literacy. In 

rural Upper Michigan, the 

Keweenaw Bay Indian 

Community (KBIC) Even Start 

program serves up to 20 

families with a parent who 

needs a GED or high school 

diploma. The four-person staff 

strives to help parents and 

children achieve through 

culturally -relevant learning 

experiences. Until recently, 

KBIC Even Start partnered with 

two off-site tribal early 

childhood education programs 

to facilitate this learningɂone 

of which was fifteen miles 

away! After working with Even 

Start staff, the KBIC Tribal 

Council recognized that there 

was an important need for 

parents and children to 

participate in education 

together in the same facility. So 

in 2010, the Tribal Council 
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Brittanee and her son Deveaire, who both attend 
the KBIC Early Childhood and Family Education Cen-
ter. Brittanee received her GED in November 2011.  

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/
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began constructing a tribally-owned Early Childhood and Family Education Center. 

This center was the first of its kind in the KBIC community. Since the center 

opened in May 2011, Even Start families have been able to regularly share and 

participate in Interactive Literacy Activities with their children, without stepping a 

foot outside of the building.   

Continuity through culture. In November, Even Start staff worked with the KBIC  

Pre-Primary Program Director to plan a Native American Heritage Month event for 

families served by the two programs. The new building was an excellent venue for 

families to celebrate Ojibwe heritage. For Even Start families, who are often 

isolated from community because of lack of transportation, this was a chance to 

learn about Ojibwe heritage alongside their children and other KBIC members. 

Families sat together, listened to storytelling about the legend of how 

Nanaboozhoo, an Ojibwe hero, discovered maple syrup, and learned about the 

traditional way to harvest manoominȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÏÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÃÁÌÌ Ȱ×ÉÌÄ ÒÉÃÅȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÈÏÐÅ ÉÓ 

that the center will continue to be a home to culturally-based family learning for 

tribal families well into the future. 

Building and sustaining relationships. Apart from heritage night events, KBIC Even 

Start adult education students have connected with community in their learning in 

other ways, such as interviewing elders in order to share in the history of the tribe. 

In 2009, the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy (BBFFL) provided a 

grant to help KBIC Even Start enhance adult education with culture through oral 

history interviews. Tribal elders participated in the interviews, for which students 

developed original questions and wrote essays on what they learned. In addition to 

learning about the history of the Ojibwe people of Keweenaw Bay, participants 

interviewed their own family members to learn about their personal history. This 

learning was well illustrated by Bart, an Even Start father of four, who wrote about 

ÈÉÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ× ÉÎ ÁÎ ÅÓÓÁÙȟ ÓÔÁÔÉÎÇȟ Ȱ,ÉËÅ ×ÉÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÅ× ÏÆÆ Á ÃÏÌÄ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÎÄÏ×ȟ 

) ÓÁ× ÍÙ ÇÒÁÎÄÍÁ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÓÈÅ ÉÓȢȱ "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȭÓ 

impact on families and community, KBIC Even Start was honored by being featured 

in the BBFFL national program flyer. Even Start students have joined the KBIC 

community in fighting the continued loss of culture. Their oral histories will be 

kept at the KBIC Tribal Historic Preservation Office. 

Stronger early literacy partners. Preserving culture through education is only one 

ÏÆ +")# %ÖÅÎ 3ÔÁÒÔȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÇÏÁÌÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ 

the goal to continuously improve strategies for delivering education for long-term 

impact. For this reason, the program embarked on joint professional development 

with the KBIC  Pre-Primary Program and the KBIC HeadStart, in order to create a 

community of educational practice with shared strategies for early childhood 

literacy. Marsha Miller, a long-time HeadStart teacher and technical assistance 

professional with Early Childhood Associates and The Warren Institute, has 

developed a series of trainings to create a collaborative network of literacy 

instruction among the early childhood programs that serve KBIC children and their 

families. Guided by Miller, Jody Maloney, the KBIC Even Start Coordinator, leads 

local educators on how to develop core literacy skills for babies, toddlers, and 
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ÐÒÅÓÃÈÏÏÌÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÉÎ +")#ȭÓ 

tribal early childhood programs motivates the staff to strive for excellence in 

literacy instruction. At a recent training, Terri, an educator who is new to the KBIC 

%ÁÒÌÙ (ÅÁÄ3ÔÁÒÔ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÒÅÍÁÒËÅÄȟ Ȱ) ÊÕÓÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ 

ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÕÓÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓȢ 4ÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ 

ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÉÔȢȱ !ÆÔÅÒ Á ÌÅÓÓÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÏÄÅÌÉÎÇ ÐÒÅ-writing in the dramatic play, Robyn, a 

(ÅÁÄ3ÔÁÒÔ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ +")#ȟ ÒÅÍÁÒËÅÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ËÉÄÓ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 

mini -ÃÌÉÐÂÏÁÒÄ ÁÔ ÆÉÒÓÔȢ 4ÈÅÎ ) ×ÒÏÔÅ ÔÈÅÍ Á ÔÉÃËÅÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÐÂÏÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ ȬÅØÃÅÓÓÉÖÅ 

ÎÏÉÓÅȢȭ 0ÒÅÔÔÙ ÓÏÏÎ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓ ÆÌÙÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÒÙ×ÈÅÒÅȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÌÌ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÒÉÔÅȦȱ 

Sustainable skills. 

Maloney is also 

working with 

preschool 

professionals to 

include more use of 

Ojibwe culture in 

literacy instruction, 

because research 

has shown this to 

be an effective 

strategy for 

motivating 

students. Lisa 

Denomie, the 

director of the  

KBIC Pre-Primary 

Program, 

remarked excitedly about how the professional development through KBIC Even 

3ÔÁÒÔ ÉÓ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÓÔÁÆÆȢ )Î Á ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎȟ $ÅÎÏÍÉÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰI am a firm believer 

that any training is added knowledge to our medicine pouch! I already see the 

[teachers] putting effort into  what they have learned thus far. It is also awesome 

that they are being provided with materials to assist in literacy enrichment in the 

classroom and are using it! It will be exciting to actually see the ending results of 

ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ +")# %ÖÅÎ 3ÔÁÒÔȭÓ Ô×Ï ÅÁÒÌÙ ÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒ 

facilities are separate, this joint effort will create consistency for parents and 

ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟ ×ÈÏ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÕÓÅ ÂÏÔÈ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ (ÅÁÄ3ÔÁÒÔȭÓ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÂÒÅÁËȢ 

Because literacy instruction in partner preschool settings was not a strong focus 

before Even Start, this effort to foster school-readiness for tribal children holds 

much promise for increased future success.  

Though the KBIC Even Start program as a whole will change after 2012, the 

transformational education that is taking place in the Keweenaw Bay Indian 

Community is already evident. 
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2011 Even Start GED recipient, Keith, with his daughter Ayanna, 

who is currently attending the KBIC HeadStart partner site.  


